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~e Tin ~p;ot Summar e II, rum by Gunter 

The Tin{JF(fm ,s the f1ct1onal t b' 1,~ 

writing is thirty years old H ~u 
O 

.
1~graphy of Oskar Matzer§:.th, who at the time of his 

_ __ __ • e 1s wntrng r • . 

Germany, the reasons~To-r wh · n om rnsrde a mentalinst1tut1on in Dusseldorf 

Oskar is, for all intents and p~~i nownto thereader until the end of the book. 

a toy tin dn h9=l from ms mot~pAo~~s, a _gnome; when he w~s a three year-old , he received 

become a grownup At the 9_ : 5 and decided voluntarily to stop growinn and to never 

---=;___-.--- · same time h d 1 
• . - - - ~ -

could us~~reak glass _ he nurt r ' ~ eve o.ped a h1gh-p1tched singing voice that he 

drum (which e 1s never without~lent and uses It to 111a11y em:1s -aefending his 

on an audi~usl< - fsc 
1
~ -~~eaking and entering, inscribing, and for the effect it has 

his writing he ~e~s - arf ge sf o er, t~e events in his life impel him to grow - at the time of 

to four fe~~~es_.,..-(:; }et oneJQEh, and in the ,n;J,d/e of wr.t,ng his book , he grows 

Oskar~obiography 1s also th b' h f h' · · 
e Io 9 r a P y c , 1 s ~ 1 s ~ st a rt in g a ro u n d the 

turn of th~~,h century and exte.D-QL_~ unt11._;~~ter World Wpr II. He begins ~ith nis- - · 

grandQ :ents generation and reTc es Fiisstcr to tb..e QCes.e..nt.da . His grand parents were 

1 ubes a group of people w~o are neither et n1£_ o es nOJ=--Ge-rman~5m 

~s u 1a, a province I_Q_Qgr~Poland. From them, Oskar inhe?Trsan "incendiary spirit. 11 

H,s grandfather Josep__b_ ,...,1-,.,.-r-=-----h, e olTcefor setting fire to severaTsawmills. Oskar's 

~ran~m__9tber,~h1d Jo?eph and then rnarrie _ ! _:____ - - -= --

His grandparents m..9ved t9 Danzig. a Polish port city where A.gng.s, O-s-~ar's mother, nnd

Oskar ~r.e bom.--Anna started a family tradition of o · es and food delivery 

businesses; the f1rst- 13arc- of trre-sto vo ves aroun the clique of stor~ners 1n a section 

of Danzig_._ 

Although Oskar's mother ma_cr_!_~s a man named-Al.feed Mat7 er:eth, she has a lifelong_ 

adulterous love affair with her first cous!_Q : ro ·. Oskar calls both of these men his 

"presumptive father." Alfred is ·a c9ra-~zi, and Jan is a sickly P~l ~sh National too 

weak to pass his army physicals. 
-_/ 

. 

:~ 

Oskar does not go to school, and is ~elf-educ~te_d1__~ lthoJ:1_9h h~~la1m~ to have been borne 51.>c1-

with all of his intellectual capacities int~ two flreat intelLectuafinrluences ~~ !3-as_puti~ . t 

and _Goethe. His mother died b€for~ ~rid W9J II Df:gan. Oska_! weathers the war y~s in 

Danzig which is the_Jirst city invaded b't.. 'Ge_!rfiany in tb.e-w~r. He 1s p_resent for the invasion 

of the Polish Post Offic~, where ~o_rks_Jarns-rm=er_executed for his grudging role in the 

defense of the post office. 
. -...r.-S 



IL /'- I ," 
•• ~s:_... 1... L ~- O J L, (., ,.,,-/0 ·!· , first love . ~ 

. ho. is~~ Mana / With.J)oth Ag nes ~ncj Jan dead, .~red ma.r::_ri es ~ ~-~.Li~_Irug_Lns.kt~~be~Q_'{'-'_!l?-~~: son, l(urt , Alfred marries her~ {)~ca u_~e he thinksfie-,go--ry-~r ~r~-~nt, but __ birth to osk~~ wish fo r him to or Alfred , 1t wa~~ska_/ ]J~al t-racr1mpregn·9!~~1{a[Ja . -She gives with oska r :, who spurns_Q_skar from t'Re oay of his birth a will not comply . be a dUJ_rt1:~i~Jdingl J1ree-yJih3r old like hi - elf . . h imself, led by ~ IS 
. \._ _ __.. 

. d ets 11 ke glass wi t 
Dunng the war, Oskar takes up with a performing tr >upe of ~ nd breaks He falls in _mentoc, a m idget-=..Q~f'}_r2~ro-~d Be bra. O~kar e..E:rfo_r __ :5-Q[)_ his_ world war II. she is his voice for l~g!.Q_ns_,2L§_erman soldiers o·n the front ~ s dunn9 - il<e· himself, but rns l~ve wi t h Rosw1tha Ragu na an Italian somnambu!Ts'-· a,nd m1agef I h t- Oskar retu 
k II d b ~ · - . .L - - . After t a 1 

~ Y Q.rtillery fire during the alli ed invasion of Nc.rrnandy. home 
- ---- - - · --:.. .· 

Dusters . He h called The are 
ec~mes the lea_der_ ?f _a .b_and of antL-estab lis·JJTient yout ~ -- - --□ t _g_ffi~-~~- Th ey hei r w_ay of do~~- t_~ing_s ana fi elps them_ br~ak trilii:9dv..,.mr:r;igd _t he. babY Jesus, ~~all y caug~t l[l a churcb~_s.awi.ng ar:t.....a-S.tattJe .of ~q_~ ~ --cause a s1~er <?f one of t he e~be!]i ratte,,d t hem out . my 

Alfr d ~- - .,......_ - ~---· h . nva di nQ Russian ar . h. 
e ' a me~ber of the Nazis, is kill.E;,(l_ at t he end of the war by t e I uss eldorf t o be Wit )~

Onc_e Al!red is gone, Oska r, . Maria and Kurt are for~ed to emigrate to Dk ar.ket and Oskar 
( a a' · t -- ' 

i.-. e...b lac m. J - ' • 

" b er, e. There, Kurt and Maria ~uD fradio_9=.ao _tu., - · -reform after 
' f"'~::' the~mes a~om iSfQJ1.e_...e.o.gr~ r . Later, dur ing the- fo ugh t ime of the cu~rencyhe ta kes up . e wa_r, skar ~ mes a model at the a --~~ .. .~a~e~-~ :wt·c·1ub ·c:a ffea --

Jazz h h. f ·enct. · - -- at a n1g 11 
" ~ _ isn . · Klepp an_d_ they. p.u og.e .er- ~az. ar-i -on a. . red a contract 
1:. ~ On1~n Cel lar" in Du~~-~ld_orf. Once e nig t c u owner ies, Oskar \s offe Oskar t? htake his g_r~m Qf'i _the_ f'o a_g for solo acts. This lee ds t rec~rd ing_~.• and m_ake.5.-

,.___n c . -
._· 

T~e '.~~ord company turns o u!_~~ be owned by Bf.' ,ra, who becoiT,e~ close to Os ka.r and th en dies. Oskar stops drum m ing. Out walkin in 1' , tc' .. cseld orf L Oskar f inds t he severed rLng __ fi o.g_e_r of ffie woman, a nurse name,) ist er oro ea, wnohad lived across the ha ll from h im in h is Dusseldorf apartm ent and h,.i< bee.o...m.u.i:d~- He kee~s the finger because he had been in love wffh her. He then m !ets another man, Vittlat, w ith w_~'!rl'] _he becomes fr iends . For V1ftlc! r' s sa.k~., lie .asksJiis-f.;: .e-Rci=to turn him in to the po·ffce for Sist er Dorot hea'~ _murd.e_r, wh ich Vittlar g_qes. Oskar_i_SJ Jt on trial f~r the m~rder afld is wrongf u tly convict ed and fo rce d to ljve in .a men.ta.I bg5:f}:it-a+-yqbere he writes his memoirs. ·· 
• -·· .. , - . • --·,--:- ,......,~ ---.J ' -

The Tin Drum Major Characters 
~ -Matzerath (Bronski): The main character and narrator of th e novel. Oska r w illfu lly ~ t~~t-~d his growth at three feet tall as a three-y ·~ar-old, although later in t he novel he grows t o fou r feet one in0 . fO! a maj ority of thf· novel, Oskar is never found w it hout h is r ed and w hite lacq uered ti n drum, ~ hich . h~La_y :; _c::~nstantly. He is al~~ en<;towed for m ost of hisJife w ~th7:f)e_-~rBUit.Y t-0iliaTu_r 919.?s with a h1c,h Q ~~~h~d sc::rea r11_ t h9~-g~ he even_tu~°'ily </Z. loses this abili ty ._ 

~~..!...!,...!.;"'-'-'-"~ 
· 

/ A u no M unsterberg: Qskar 's kee~ in the meJtal in~tit~tion. He keeps an~ eye on Oskar roug a peephole in_ h is bedro~m door.,. and sp~r)9s Jus t.L£I1 e m aking elaborate works of knott _art wi th ol d pieces of string. . 

a Bronski ( Koljaiczek/Wran,~a),: Oskar';, materna l grand ?J?tb.er , wearer of four t ato~ red sk irt~_ ~ ho h_1_9es Oskar.:.s gra~.-tl:ler JGs.e:p~~ek under her ski rts t keephim fr~ m=-t~"e Ja~_. = 1he) pe~r _a d_a_ught~r, ,gne.?.i Oskar s mother. o 
---- -===------ -

,,,,,✓ -~ 



1s 1n charg e of the company Th h 
life . · roug Bebra , Oskar meets Rosw1th a Ragu na, the love of his 

Roswitha Raguna· A beaut·f I I 1· 
rth I h · 1 u ta 1an woman who though a bit l aller th an Oskar has 

"'- neve e ess c osen not to Sh . ' ' 

When Oskar oins , g_ro~~1sJ..12e r:17ost celebra ted s~~ij.51..10 all of Italy. 

lasts unt il sh~ is k .~ebra 1perf_Q(ming_troupe, ne-arrd Roswitha ha ve a long love affa ir that 
1 ed by morta r'rire on the fron t lines of France in WW II. --Herbert Trucz inski· Osk ' f · d · · · 

. • ~r s nen who ,n order to ge t away from almost certain death 

working 1n a bar on the D · ' . 

. . . anz1g waterfront (he was stabbed repea tedly by sai lors ) takes a 

JOb guar-cirn~ a figurehead frorfl an old sailboat named 'Niobe.' The figurehead is s
1

upp edly 

cursed and is responsible for Herbert's death - he takes an ax to the figu rehead bu il ls 

himse lf in the process . ' 

• /r~ri_a Tru~zin.ski ~Matzerath) : Oskar's fir~ _;__ual_pj! rtQer_ a_ncLtb e rno.theLo.Lthe boy he 

V con
5 ,_9er~ hrs bi ol0QSol SQDcK1 lft-1;1aria marr'i~s . M-at..ze-rat-h--aft-g.i:::_Ag.nes--dies, because 

• » Alfred thinks he h~ gotten Mar ia pregn-ant. Oskci~- ees to western Germany with her after 

' .(t') WWII. - -

Kurt,.Matzerath ( Bronski) : Kurt,j s Maria's sao nod the reason that she marries Al t ed 

~ erat.t1.J_or he bel ieves himself W be Kurt 's father. Oskar, however, knows be er - he is 

con~in-~ed he fathered Kurt w ith Maria io her beu after p.oudng ¥Z- :J r: navel. 

Kl.LC!_ aoes not like Oskc1c.aL1~ not understand him · he is of normal size a d doe not 

understand how to drum. ' - - - -·- -- - - ' 

P. Korneff: A tombstone artisan in Dusseldorf v1 ith whom Oska r gets a job ch isel ing 

inscriptions. Korneff has a constant skin infectic ·, - t here are boils constant ly erupting on 

the back of hi s neck. 

Sistw Dorothea (Kongetter): The nurse living across fro . Oskar 1n che Zeidler flat. He 

never lays eyes o her jfJ_th_e.J' h · · fa tui-l ted with h r . He hid es · ' her clo et then 

'--- has a fa_~led -sexual episode with her in the flat's a~ ne bathroo.m . er murder is wrongly 

' pinned on Oskar , who comes_ into possession of her_~ r~l.o_g_f1 ng r . 

Minor Characters 

Vincent Bronski: Anna Bronski's brother, and Oskar's great-uncle. He is a widower and 

lives on a farm in Kashubia . After a pilgrimage to Czestochowa (a place where t he virgin 

Mary was sig hted) , he becomes obsessed with r oronat ing the Vi rg in Mary as the Queen of 

Poland. His son is Jan Branski, Agnes Bransk i'~ over. 

Gr~or Kolja iczek: Joseph Koljaiczek's elder t rather, who marries An.na ~ronski afte: his. 

brc)ther drow ns. He is a drunk and works in a !J mpowder factory. He dies in t he fl u ep1dem1c 

/ 

--✓of 191 7. 

Hedwig (Lemke) Bronski/Ehlers: Jan Br~n 3 d's w i,fe, a Ka shubian woman d~scr ibed as 

big and 'rawboned, ' w ith an 'inscrutable bovin -: gaze. She and Jan have two children, 

Stephan and Marga. 

G t h Scheffler: Agnes Matzerath's frien d who takes it upon herself to educate Oskar 

~ e \ en lear that he ca nnot go to school. Alt'1ough sh e bel ieves her attempts to be futil e, 

~ i:~;0 ~ ~er that Oskar learns of Rasput in anc Goethe, the two great intell ectual forces in 

his life. 

Al exander Scheffl er: Gretchen Scheffler's hu:;ba~d, ~ baker, who travels constan tly with 

his wife on the Third Reich's 'Strength Througr Joy sh ips. 



v who hid from 
, 1 \l If , 1t t1L~r , a pape r . , mntcrn <'! I gr, n1 ng down Jose ph Kolja iczek (W ra nka ) / Joe Colchic: Oskar 5 d fo r ;ir son ( bur ki (whether .. . th 1 5 wunte f,1l o1 1s , 1 r e po ice under Ann a Bronskl' s four skirts; he wr_i t mc-f'L S An 11 11 ncl rnarnes ,e 

plant) . He fa th ers Agnes Oskar's mother, the day tha t , eb ·ect · of dcl i , il c)' c1 li v ing and 
w~1 le hiding under Anna.'s ski r ts or later that niglll is i l su } dead 11ven n t1n ,ts escape from th t · h f J h Wra nka , " tt c 111 p a nig t . He then takes on the per~ona o osep K l ' uiClf'k , Ill'" that he 
working for man y yea rs , Once he is r'o·und to be J_oseph f O JLly myt h I L ' 171 c1

111 5 lumber , -\. fY"\ 
_the la w ag ain, only to drown under a raft in hi s fl ight_. A a~~carne a r11ill 1u 11 a 1re 
actually survi ved drownin_g_MHf fled to America, where h; , '-- l f' c l1-
baron in Buffalo~ N.Y. under the name Joe Colchic. - "'- r tA. AJt--hough she 
/ I sl conf.id_dfi l. ffair v"'gnes Koljaiczek ( Matze rath) : Os!9r' s mother an.d c usehe has ar1 ongo ing a t Alfred , is 
mar'.1es Al fred Matzerath, a soldier she meets as a nurse, s t that Jon, and no .' t eat 
throughout her lrfe with Jan Bronski, her cousin. O~kar_?usp~ca~ t ne coast, she begins 0 

h,s actua l fath er . After· an incrdeTILWeiTd'i 1ng aneel ffsherma 
fi~h obsessively and eventual ly dies . , · n and l Matzeratl1 ) s cous1_ ~~n Bronski : Vincent Bron~ L'~ ~nd Oskar's m~ther (Agnes es to be h is biologica l 
li felong ad u_lterou~ lover. JarL[s also t he man t hat Oskar presum down fou r times f~r .the 
father. Jan 1s a skinny, perpetually sickly man, who was t urned . r w hi le unw illing ly 
arm y. He works in th e Polish post o ffic·e-in l:fanzlg and is taken pnso;e IJe r 1 1939. He is 
defending it against the Germans when they invadt.d Poland <:rn Sep cm ' · 
later execu ted. - - - -
•' --- v .. - . . . . ti m en tal institut ion . A epp (E_gon Munzer): Oskar's friend who comes to visit him in .1e . t t he Onio n 

'-.., 2 Q.au t,,st, he played in a jazz ba_nd with Oskar and ,~ h<?lle, a guitari st , a 
CelJ.a r, a club in Dusseldorf .after WWII. 

ttf · d · - - · · ·t h. m 111 t h e inst itut ion. He first ne von V1ttlar: A friend of Oskar's who_c_ornes to v1s1 1 . _. . t 
0 . . - .. ' ~ - ... ~ 11 - n- ,.., 1~?, •.1 11 V1tt lar !S t , e met s ar ,~ his mother's apple tree wh11e OSKd1 was Qo_a v.vo," a, ·~'-r W' '· ~ · 

reaso- CTskar i~J n ·c1 me ntal institution -· Oskar asked him to turn h im 111 as the murderer o f 
the urse Sister Dorothea, even thoi)gb h@ was inr,-oee_f. 

A fred Matzerath: Oskar's assumed father (Oska r presumes Jan Branski to be his actu al 
Jather), whom Agnes Koljaicze·I< mef wn7Tew orkins as a nurse . Alfred had been shot through 

the thigh in WWI. He and Agnes were later married. He ls a strong and vocal supporter of 
Hitle r t hroughout WWII, and is killed by Russian soldiers when they t ake Danzig after the 
war 

recht Greff: The greengrocer and boy scout leader. He is obsessed w ith order, and 
. ~,,, nows little about the vegetables he sells. He is ·rLTlored throughout th e book t o be 'rather 
- t oo fond ' of the young boys in his troupe (which i~ eventually taken aw ay fro m h im in lieu of 

the emergence of t__h.e~Ht~[....'iQ.Utb_Corps). Each _iynrni!7g in the winter, Greff goes out to the 
frozen sea, cuts a hole in the ice, and swim ~. -H e i - preoccupied w ith invent ing clever 
mecha nica l machines. Whe~ he !s summ_o ed to 3.,)pear in court on a morals charge by the 
German auth oriti es, Greff kills himself h an elaJorate counterweig h t ed machine t h at he 
invents in order to hang himself in his asement. 

Lina Greff (Bart sch): Albrecht Greff's wif~, a _sl -: 11enly woma n who rarely get s out of bed. 
She carries on an extended ad~lter?u~ affair with .?skar , which Albrech t k nows about but 
ignor~ . She prov ides Oskar with his first substan ;:1al sexual experiences . 

,, seJJ{a: Oskar's lifelon g mentor ~nd. role model ; ~· ~~ i_:>, li ~ ~ar, u__[JJ_ill_uYh_~f use.d tn. ..:, 
gfow. He f ,rst meets_~ebra aJ: t..9.-~ Cl[Cl.15 _:,-B.eBFa-.~ i-o- 1:B!JSKa L ci ow n - Later, Oskar join·s u 

~ith a pe r fo rming troup e Be ~~a ~b~ put t~geU-1-e+-;-tA~ y perform fo r so ld iE; rs on the frontp 
lines du ri ng WWII. Late r, w hen Oskar 1s signed to a record and pertoririi ng co nt ract, Bebra 



Fri tz Truczinski: Fri t z keeps ra bb't . 

15 in the army and is only known 
I s in the courtyc,rd behind Oskar's Dan zi g apartment. He 

front li nes in the west . to Oskar through ~h e postcards he sends home from the 

Laubschad the w atchmaker· A · · . 
surrounded by clocks H . · man liv ing 1n Oskar's apartment buil ding who li ves 

garbage on th e day of He lbs a memb~r o'., the loca l SPCA, and saves Meyn 's cats from the 

er ert Truczinsk1 s funera l. 

Koybella: The j anitor at the p I' h p 
than the other d O is ost Office in C'anzig - he had one leg an inch shorter 

P
ost offi ce wh~ a~t . was fab led to be ab le to fi x toy drums. He is kil led in the defense of the 

n 1 1s attacked by the Naz is. 

Victor Welhun: An extreme! · · · 
b tt l H. . b . d r . Y nearsigh ted man who loses his glasses at the post office 

. a ~- is Jo is e iven ng money ord ers . He is th ~ only man who escapes German 

imprisonment and execut·,on o k f · · 
• s ar re ers to hi m ·>nly as 'Poor Victor.' 

Ehlers: Hedwig Bronsk i's second husband, who cc.uses Jan 's former fami ly to change their 

last names. 

Fe lix & Kitty: The t wo acrobats in Bebra 's troupe Ki t ty is blonde an d exoti c; Fel ix is t he 

tallest member of the group, measuring well ove ... four feet . 

Corpora l Lankes: A tortured art ist and soldier or the front line Lankes becomes friends 

with Oskar, and t akes a trip with him back to thE Atlantic wall after the war is over. Lankes 

smokes incessant ly, but never buys his own cigan~ttes, preferring to take them from 

whoever is near. 

Ri pper, Putty, Firestealer, Mister, Soup Chid en, Lionheart, Bluebeard, Toti la, Teja, 

Beiisa ri us, Narses, Stortebaker, Felix and Pa,JI Rennwand: The major members of the 

Dusters, a group of you ng hood lums that Oska r leads. They act as a guerrilla group aga inst 

t he governm ent, break ing and entering . They are finally caught when they break into the 

church of the Sacred Heart and saw apart t he sta,~ue of the Virgin Mary with the infants 

Jesus and John t he Baptist . 

Moorkahne: The leader of the other fact ion of Dusters, Moorkahne is shy and soft -spoken, 

a very good student , and has a lim p beca use one of his legs is shorter t han the other . 

Lucy Rennwand: Fe lix and Paul Re nnwand's sister, who t akes the info rmation on the 

Dusters to the poli ce and is responsible for their , Jett ing caught. 

Mr. Fajngold: A Polish refugee who comes to Ii,~ with Oskar's fa mi ly in the wake of the 

war. Although she had been killed, he is convinCf'd that his wife Luba and his children Lev, 

Jakub, Berek, Leon, Mendel, and Sonya are then with him, and consults them on every 

decision. Fajngold had been the disin fector at Tr 1- bli nka Concentrati on Camp. Fina lly he 

proposes t o Maria, who decl ines marri ag e and m wes west with Kurt and Oskar . 

Willem Slobber: The Dusseldor f ver sion of Lee ; ch ugger . According t o Korneff, there is a 

who le fleet of Leo Schuggers, living under a diff: -ent name in every city . 

Sister Gertrude: A nurse that Oskar takes on a date; she leaves him at a dance ha ll 

because she is embarrassed to be with him . 

Professor Kuchen : The fi rst art ist Osk ar poses :'or; he does his work, as do his students , in 

charcoal. 

Professo r M a r uh n: A sculptor and fri end of Ku l·hen's; Oskar sp end s a lot of t ime posing 

fo r him, t hough Maruhn is never sat isfied and nt ·ver f inishes a sculpture of Oskar. 



, VI J .:Hl 1<; cl ':> Ste phan & M a· 8 j r1 e c.Jvv 1<1 ,~, ,, , , , · n whether r k l " rg a ronskl/ Eh lers: !he c. h1lt.J r(~n o f J.in ,m e , <1, ,1i, •11cl111CJ 0 
>I C Y .i s h1 '> f. 1Lhnr T~ ~ - If r 1l ) lI n 9 ,, o ~u.ir',, 1 < " • ,i c y drc c ll11cr O(; kcJr's cou sins ur , 1, 1 ' 

t1Ll )c r I., J,1I1 Bro, 1s kl ur Al fred M..it zc rat lL , 
1 

rou<Jh t o w n L,y 
I I " I ii , t I Auntie Kau e ·· o k , lk 1,cr •, 111 ' 

1 ' · -;; ar ~ k1nt.J e r0 a 1 Le, 1 tPachcr who would vv c1 
lc:Jrne!:> 5II1<J t hc1n all t og et11c.:r. ' a ,n-drink1ng 

Me th t buil cJ 1I irJ 1 
1 ,c 15 · g the drum. yn c t rumpeter: /\ t enant In Oskar' s family's apartmen n1 <'' , l1Im on 

cl ru~ k wh o is capable of playing bea utiful music . Oskar often ucc_orr/t~1 ,,i rged, he starts h 
During WW 11 , he gi ves up drinki ng and joins the army . After he I~ n bc:,

1
1 ~ t hem to deat 

drinking aga ir, · Meyn own s four cats - one day he gel s sick of th c r 
1
' l O dnimal control. 

a nd puts them 1n a clumpster. Laubcha ud the watchma ker reports 111
n lm ost 

h ·s room a D . . h o ri 1 r: S I J Y 1 r. Hornstette r: Oskar's doctor In the menta l ins:.,t utIon , w O c 
O 

k · r suffers from 
ev~ry day, just long enough to smoke a cigarette. She insists that c; c l 
ch ildhood Iso lation · 

· .. d a shed in the ·1d · g He , 1,:i Old Man Heilandt: An older tenant of Oskar's apr1 rtment bui in · . · , straighten ing old 
co~rtyard behind the apa rtment building, where l ie would spend hi ~ u, 11

c 
nails th at he pu ll ed out of crates. 

. .. . nd Susi Kater: The Nuch, Eyke, Axel Mischke, Harry Schlager, Hanschen Kollm, a t him but make 
children Oskar 's age that live in his apartment cor 1plex. They never a~~: ps it ~rine , and fun of him and make him drink a soup they make out of pulverized bri c ' P ' 
live frogs . 

S . . h A s buys Q c ka r his drums . 191smund Markus: The Jewish toy store owner w ere gne ..; k h 
Sigismund is secretly in love with Agnes; he volu11teers to watch Osk_ar every wee w en 
Agn es has her hotel liaisons with Jan Bronski. He is killed by the Nazi s when they take over 
Danzig, after they destroy his store. 

Lobsack: The Nazi district chief of training, also a hunchback. Oskar reg ards him at first as 
the Nazi emissary of he and Bebra's kind, but then realizes he is mistaken. 

Father Wiehnke: The priest at the Church of the Sacred Heart in Da nzig, where Agnes 
Matzerath went every Saturday to confess. 

Dr. Hollatz: The doctor that gained notoriety by publishing a paper studyi ng Oskar's glass
breaking voice. 

Sister Inge: Dr. Hollatz' assistant and a nurse, I he only person in t he off ice that Oskar 
allows to perform experiments on him. 

Leo Schugger: A man whose occupation is to tL ,rn up as a mourner t o funerals and off 
condol ences ; he attended seminary school and :•skar calls his visi on o f the world 'rad· e~ and perfect.' tan 

Mother Truczinski: A woman living in Oskar's apartment buildi ng th e moth f H 
Maria, Guste, and Fritz Truczinski . She keeps Os'car company an d ~fte r c- h' er~ erbert, 
sleep over th e years after Maria and Alfred Matz-=rath are married . ,J im a Pace to 

Guste Truczinski (Koster): A quiet, unwed woman who is a w a itr . 
She th en ma rr ies a soldier named Koster, whom she had only kno e~~ at a Danzig hotel. 
moves to Du sseldorf. After the war, Maria, Oskar, and Kurt flee to~~ . or a few w ~eks, and 
he r. 0 west and li v e with 



Danzig: The sett ing fo r th . 
rt t . p e maJon ty of th 

po own in o.land . Dan zi g was a free e .novel, Danz ig .(now ~dans k) is a maJor northern 
,t becam e the first region t ak b and independent ci ty until Sept em ber 1 1939 when 
b en Y Germany t th , ' ecame a part of Po la nd again . a e outset of WWII. Aft 1.:r t he war, Dan zig 

skat: A th ree -handed card 
. game t hat Jan B k play cont inuously th roughout t h ron~ 1, Ag nes Ma tzerath , an d Alfred Matzerath 

wel l. e novel. From time to t ime, their Friends play with them as 

glass-breaking scream. Si 
was endowed with t he ab:l 't n~e age. th re~ (when he was given his first t in drum), Oskar 
piece of glass . He coul d c~~rro~ iscrea m with sucl a ~igh pitch t hat he could shatter any 
side of the cit y and he t, as well - at 011 t: poin t he can break windows on the other 

, can etch w 't' · 
novel, he loses t his ab ility . n ing into glas-.. Once he begins gro wing at the end of the 

nurses: Oska r has a life lon f . . . 
in t he hospital he lam t hg a.sci nation with m,r ,es, starts when he Is five. Every t ime he is 

' en s avI ng to leave on a - · t f th Th h · wrongly accused of k ·ii· . - .oun o e nurses. e woman e 1s 1 ing, sister Dorothea, is a nurse. 

Sutterlin script: A style of handwrit ing referred to olten in the nove l· It was the standard 
German script taught in schools from 1915_1945 ' 

R~sputin: A Siben an Peasant and faith healer w ·rn gained favor in the Court of czar 
Nicho las_ ~I of Russia before the Russian revolt of 1917 by allegedly hea li ng Nicholas' 
he_m ophilia~ son . He was renowned for his sexua l exploits, and assassinated by a group of 
ari stocrats In 1916. 

Goethe: Known as one of the centers of both Gr rman and world lite rature, Goethe 
spea rh eaded the German Rom ant ic movement in the late 18th centu ry. His plays and 
poem s are known for thei r understanding of the human condition am! :1 uman indi v1 dual1ty. 
His greatest work is considered to be the drama-·ic poem Faust. 

rostrum : The improm ptu stages tha t were set up by the Nazis to hold rallies. They were 
marked by the ir sym metrical rows of Nazi flags, uniformed SS men , an d party comrades. 

Baby Jesus sculpture: The sculpture, of the ,.1 ,rg in Mary seated with the baby Jesus and 
John the Baptist on her lap, is in t he church of t ·1e Sacred Heart. It is a key image of focus 
for Oskar - he spends ti me tryi ng to get this boL y Jesus to drum, and as the leader of th e 
Dusters, he sneaks into the church to cut the sc Jlpture into pieces and steal it . 

Saspe cemetery: A cemetery on the outskirts >f Danzig; it is th e place where Jan Branski 
is executed and buri ed by the Nazis. 

severed horse's head: At the beach on Good ,=riday, Oskar, Ja n, Agnes, and Alfred see an 
old m an fi shi ng fo r green ee ls with a black sevt: :ed horse's head ti ed to a cloth esline. The 
memory of th is scen e eventua lly kills Ag nes. 

coffin : Oskar spends a lot of t ime admi ri ng anc, describing coffi ns, say ing that his mother's 
coffin was a proper one because it sui ted the h1;man body so well. It wa s black and 'tapered 

at the foot end .' 

Herbert Truczinski's Back: On t he scars on I erbert 's back , Oskc: r sees (l ike images in 
clou ds) the sam e pro m ise Ile f inds in his drum . Th e repro ducti ve organs of women he has 
known, the r ing fin ger of th e murdered Sister l oroth ea, and hi s ow 11 umbil ical cord are al l 

v isi ble to Oska r . 

Niobe: The cu rsed f igurehead that Herbert .Trui:zinski. wa s put in char ge of guardi ng at th e 
Maritim e Museum· in Danzig . The sculpture Is r1,spons1ble for his dealh. 



L find nru stl c 
,rHl I ) Ulla: Corporal L k ' t vvI wI1 1, e <. c ' 

c an es som elIme fla ncce whom li e 1wc1 r; l , t 11 cl( ·1 ,t · 
insp1ra l 1on . Ull a spends t ime posing w1lh 'Osk<Jr for ti ic youn<J ,,r , 1nd Osknr posing 
Raskol . . . r ,ccc ol Ul l,1 punishmen t, <JU lll ni kov. A paint ing stud ent who tu rns oul th e mcJS l C p f cr I11W r111 rl 
l ogeth er . He is so nickn amed beca use he nevc1 sLors rdlkinCJ 0 

an cJ ato nement. 'The 
. skcJr ' ,1cknc11 ncs 

Zeidler: Oskar's land lord in Dusseldorf an undertaker who O 
Hedgehog.' ' throw ing her 

. d ·s q1 vc I1 LO 
~rs. Zei~ ler: Zeid ler's wife, who wears poorly ta ilored suits vn 

1 

usband into glass-throwing rages. t becomes jealous 
r se cs bu ~ 

Dr. Erich Werner: Sister Dorothea's admirer, whJ'n Oskar neve 
of through the letters he sends to Dorothea . .. ldorf Oskar 

arries in o usse . Mr. Stenzel: Maria's boss and second husband, wt ,om she _m 
doesn't like him, and stays away from Maria after 5he marries. , R'ver 

_, ·azz band ··rt,e Rhine , 
Scholle: The long-sought guita rist and third man 1,1 Oskar s J 
Three,' which plays in the Onion Cellar. 

. k r's j azz band plays. Ferdinand Schmuh: The owner of the Onion Cellar, where Os a 
Schmuh spends his time in the Rh ine meadows, shoot ing sparrows. 

h 's death he offers Oskar Dr. Dosch: A man who frequented the Onion Cellar; after Schmu ' 
a contract to take his drumming act solo. . 

E . h Werner was in love with Sister Beata: A nurse and best friend of Sister Dorothea . Dr. n_c D thea was not in 
Sister Dorothea, Sister Beata was in love with ~r . Werner, and s,st;r , orolaced affections. 
love at all. Nevertheless, Sister Beata became Jealous of the doctor 5_ m_i ~~ mental 
She killed Sister Dorothea - the 'real' killer in the ecise for which Oskor is in th e 
institution. 

The Tin Drum Objects/Places 
1_5Jlotted string art: Bruno Munsterberg, Oskar 's ~ 2eper in the mental institution, makes 

\...,,./pieces of old string (which fie finds after visiting hc.urs in ~l is. llgtieots'_c_o oms) into elaborate 
pieces ~Ykn~tted art. H~1os the_ s~ring in~plaste.r _: •) -l=l-arden and pl aces the sculptures on 
p~d-estars fasnfoned out o old knitting needles . 

Kashubia: A rural region in the north of Pola_nd_,. _vv_,~st of the cit y qf _Dan zj g (Gdansk). Th is is 
the '.}Qian that Osk~fr7s maternal grandmother, Ari a Branski, ~s_fr:om. 

~r po~ato-colored skirts: The_clothes that An :,a Branski.! Oskar's m aternal grandmother 
wears (simultaneously) eacb day, in accordance w1 (h a strict' .. schedule: the sk irt that was 
closest to her bo_?Y one day is pl~ced o_n ffi e oul ermost_ layer the next, so that the sk irts 
rotate in suc~s1on. She has a frfth skirt as well, J~; st like the other four which sh t t 
,nto the s~ession on washing days. ' e ro a es 

' 
The tin drum: Qq_~Q.f_the~terpieces af1he nov0I: Oskar is constantly in 

055 
. 

re9 a_n_~ wh ite lacs;iuered toy t,_n d_rum , 0.0_ wh i$,h he constaQtJ..y,_ Qlq_y.s, and ne p d ession ~fa 
ord ~_r to p~~ce:.9_~uccessf~UY in li fe and t2_!~ro-~~ bCL the.._p.ast_ He 

9
~ - t hr~u s to play, in 

drum111ing and nofa rvmffilDQ th ro tJgfil(ut the nove· and it ·15 :::i Cl"'l i ,c , gh cycles of · --- ----- ' ~ ~ c.e_uLCo.o.s.t.ant t · He Is fo rever destroyln g_cfQ (lg_e11IJig_.D.f.'tl drum s· or~ wh ich t;-play . -- ens1on . 
---- ~ ·--- -- -· - - - -- . 



1 I 

• cafa house : Jan builds a house of cards dunnq the battle (or ttH· pv, office, wh ich 1s 
\J,{ioc kt·d down by t he Germans . Oskar <,ays car" J houses are ' the r;ril I dwellings w orthy of 

h1irnc1nk 1nd. ' (Chapter 20, Pg. 247) 
9111pty ca rtridge case: Leo Schugger gives Oskar the empty cr:1 rtn dr;ie case used to 

--~xecu tc J<1n Branski , then leads him t o Saspe, the cemetery wh ~r1:: J-111 w as shot and bur ied. fitz powder: Before the w ar, this was wh at the lower classes subst ,t ited for soda -
'-Afavorcd p owder th4?t fiz~ed_wb~ mixed- with water. Oska r ano Marra have a long h istory 

w1ll1 f1Lz powder - Oskar wou ld spit in'Ma7ia''s hand, w hrch was ;0 11 o: powder, and she 
wou ld drink 1t . 

\. 

~ lg_webird: On ~he way t_o Matzerath 's funeral , a soldier g ives Maria a ca ge with a loveb_ird . 
Ynside; K_urt tnes to pu_iJ out its feathers, then throws rocks at it in the cemetery and hits rt. - -- --- --The Lion's Den: A dance hall in Dusseldorf that Oskar vis its severa l times; it is a p lace for 

young. people , bui lt in a bombed out bu ilding . 
The Onion Cellar: A nightclub in Dusseldorf wr 2re Oskar's j azz trio p1ays. I n t he club the 

- owner , Schmuh, serves raw onions, which mak :' the guests cry. 
swarm of sparrows: Schmuh, the ·nightclub 0 11 ner, liked to hunt sparrows, but as a r ule 
he would only shoot t welve in a day, then give : ie remaining birds food . One day he ki lled 
thirteen; in the car on the way home, a swarm ,_ f sparrows attac ke d th e car and forced an 
accident, killing Schmuh. 

Lux: A rottwe1ler that Oskar rents to take walk~ wi t h - Lux is the one th at first finds Sister 
Dorothea's r ing finger. ,,...-

rin.g'finger: Lux, Oskar's rented dog, brings Oskar a ring finger t hat tu rns out to belong to 
Sist er Dorothea - it is this finger that respons ihl E' for Oskar 's internme n t in the institution. 

, 

streetcars: In every city in which Oskar finds himself, the street car is h is chosen m eans of 
tran sportation. In Danzig, the streetcar would ta ke him not only th rough t he city, but past 
Saspe cemetery on the way to the shore 
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